ICGRE

CONSULTING

Christopher T. Ulmer
Director of Operations

June 26, 2017

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, S.W.

Washington D.C. 20554

Re: Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90; 2013 FCC Form 481
Dear Ms. Dortch:

ICORE Consulting, on behalf of Searsboro Telephone Company ("the Company") hereby
submits to the Commission a copy of the Company's completed Form 481", Certain portions of
the Form 481 filing include information that is confidential in nature. Specifically, the section
entitled “Rate of Return Carrier Additional Information™ should be accorded confidential
treatment. Attached please find a statement of the reasons for withholding the redacted materials
from public inspection pursuant to 47 CFR § 0.459.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Should you or any member of the
Commission Staff have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact us at your
convenience.

Sincerely,
/MM« / /ﬂm_

Director of Operations

' This filing is required to comply with 47 CFR §§ 54.313 and 54.422(c).

* The financial reports section of FCC Form 481 is identified at the Universal Service Administrative Company
(“USAC”) website as “Section 3005” in the downloadable version and as “Section 3000 in the online filing version
at the same USAC website. http://www.usac.org/hc/tools/forms.aspx. The same identical financial information is
required in both, The request for confidentiality applies regardless of whether the form filled out employs the 3005
or 3000 designation.

ICORE Consulting, LLC Phone: (610) 928-3944
326 South 2nd Street Fax: (610) 928-5036
Emmaus, PA 18049 www.icorellc.com
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CONFIDENTIALITY REQUEST AND STATEMENT OF JUSTIFICATION

IN COMPLIANCE WITH 47 C.F.R. §0459(b)

Searsboro Telephone Company (“Company™) is a small, privately held rural local
exchange company based in lowa. The Company requests confidential treatment of certain
information being provided to the Commission in its 2017 FCC Form 481. The information is
competitively sensitive and its disclosure would have a negative competitive consequence upon
the Company were it made publicly available. Such information would not ordinarily be made
available to the public and should be afforded confidential treatment under 47 CFR §0.459.

Regulation Statement of support and compliance with Confidentiality requests
ICORE Consulting, on behalf of the Company has e-filed, through ECFS, the
47 CFR §0.459(a)(2) redacted version and sent via USPS Express Mail the confidential hard copy

version (original and one copy) of its 2013 FCC Form 481.

47 CFR §0.459(b)(1)

The Company requests that the documentation required in the section entitled
“Rate of Return Carrier Additional Information’, which consists of the
Company’s financial reports, income statement, balance sheet and cash flow
statement, be accorded confidential treatment. The confidential information
has been redacted from the public version with black shading.

47 CFR §0.459(b)(2)

The circumstances giving rise to the submission of this confidential
information is set forth in 47 CFR § 54.313 and 47 CFR § 54.422,

47 CFR §0.459(b)(3)
and §0.459(b)(4)

The information for which confidentiality is sought is financial in nature,
including balance sheet, income statement, and statement of cash flows.

47 CFR §0.459(b)(5)

There is robust competition in the telecommunications market today,
including wireless, VolP providers, and cable television providers to name a
few. Financial data such as the amount of cash on hand, amount of debt, and
revenue by source are all examples of information that competitors would not
receive in the normal course of business.

47 CFR §0.459(b)(6)

The financial information is disclosed only within the Company, and
furthermore is only provided (1) members of senior management, or (2) those
employees who require this information to perform their jobs.

47 CFR §0.459(b)(7)

The Company has not previously released this information to third parties
without the execution of a non-disclosure agreement.

47 CFR §0.459(b)(8)

The Company requests that the information be held by the Commission as
confidential indefinitely.

 The financial reports section of FCC Form 481 is identified at the Universal Service Administrative Company
(*USAC”) website as “Section 3005™ in the downloadable version and as “Section 3000™ in the online filing version
at the same USAC website. http://www.usac.org/hc/tools/forms.aspx. The same identical financial information is
required in both. The request for confidentiality applies regardless of whether the form filed out employs the 3005

or 3000 designation.
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Page 1
FCC Form 481 .
FCC Form 481 - Carrler Annual Reporting OMB Control No. 3060-0086/OMB Control No. 3060-0813
Data Collection Form . July 2013
<010> Study Area Code 351232
<015> Study Area Name SEARSBORG TIL CO
<(20> Program Year 20t8

<030> Contact Name: Person USAC should contact

with questions about this data chriscogher Ulmev

<035> Contact Telephone Number: 6103283903 axr.
Number of the person identitied in data line <030>

<039> Contact Email Address:
Email of the person identified in data line <Q30>

culmer@icorella. com

Form Type 54.313 and 54,422
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Page d

(400) Numbaer of Complaints par 1,000 customers FCC Form 481
Data Coltectlon Form OMB Control Ho. 3060-0986/0M8 Control No. 3060-081%
July 2013

<010>  Study Area Code T

<015>  Study Area Name Sigeiace el ot

<020>  Program Year

<030>  Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data

Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line

<035> <030> PRI
Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line ireldsnellso
<Q39> <0300

Select from the drop-down list to indicate how you would like to report
voice complaints {zerc or greater) for voice telephony service in the prior  prfered only fixed voice

<400
calendar year for each service area in which you are designated an ETC for
any facilities you own, operate, fease, or otherwise utilize.
<410>  Complaints per 1000 customers for fixed voice 0.0

<420>  Complaints per 1000 custemers for mabile voice

Select from the drep-down list to indicate how you would like to report
end-user customer complaints (zero or greater) for broadband service in =~ 0ffered only fixed broadband

<430>
the prior calendar year for each service area in which you are designated
an ETC for any facilities you own, operate, lease, or otherwise utilize.
<440> Complaints per 1000 customers for fixed broadband 0.0

<450>  Complaints per 1000 customers for mobile broadband

REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION
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Page 5

(500} Compliance With Service Quality derds and C F Rules FCC Form 481
Datz Collection Form OMB Control No, 3060-0986/0MB Control No. 3080-081%

July 2013

<010>  Study Area Code
<015>  Study Area Namg

<020 Program fear

<030> _ Cantact Name - Person USAC should cantact regarding this data

<035>  Cantact Telephone Number - Number of persen identiled in data line <030
<03%>  Contact Email Address - Email Address of persan identified in data line <030>

500> Certify compliance with applicable service quality standards and tansumer protection rules Tes

3912921A20 . patl

<510> Descripiive document for Service Quality Slandards & Consumer Protection Rules Compliance

<515» Certify complrance with applicable minimum service standards

REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION
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(800] Functionality in Emergency Situations FCC Form 481

Data Collection Farm OMa Control No. 3060-0986/0OMB Control No. 3060-0819
July 2013

<01Q>  Study Area Code FERY

<015>  Study Area Name

<Q20> Program Year

<030>__ Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data

<Q35>  Contact Telephone Number - Number of persan identified in data fine <030

<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data ling 030> - .l7=rdicunellc vs

<B00>  Certify compliance regarding abllity to function in emergency situations Ves

<610> Descriptive document for Functionality in Emergency Situations ITARIIAELO . pat
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Page 16

{3005) Rate OFf Retum Camrier Additional Documentation FCCForm481
Data Colfection Form DMB Control No. 3060-0986/0ME Control No. 3060-0819
by 2013
<010 Study Area Code 351292
<015> Study Area Name SEARSBORO TEL CO
<020 Program Year 2018
<030> Contact Mame - Person USAC should contact regarding this data Christ ophe r Ulmer
<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <030> 6109283403 ext.
lmer@icorellc, com
<03%> Contact Email Address - Email Address of persen identified in data line <030> cu erlicore c.co

a5

Select from the drop down menu or check the boxes below to note comgliance with 54.313(f){1). Privately held carriers must ensure compliance with the
financial reporting requirements set forth in 47 CFR 54.313(f}{2). ) further certify that the information reported on this form and in the documents
attached below is accurate,

(3009)
(30104)
{30108)
{30124
(30128)
(3013}

(3014)

[3015])

(3016)

{3017)

{3018)

{3019)

{3020)

(3021)

(3022)

(3023}

{3024)

{3025)

{3026)

Progress Report on 5 Year Plan
Carrier certifies ta 54.313{f){ 1}{iii}

Certification of Puhlic Interest Obligations {47 CFR §
54.313(A1KiY
Please Provide Attachment

Community Anchor Institutions {47 CFR §
54.313(f{1){ii)}
Please Provide Attachment

Is your company a Privately Held ROR Carrier {47 CFR
§54.313{f)(2}}

If yes, does your company file the RUS annual report

Pleasa check these boxes to confirm that the
attached PDF, on fine 3017, contains the required
information pursuant te § 54.313{f}{2) compliance
raquires:

Electronic copy of their annual RUS reports
{Operating Report for Telecommunications
Borrowers)

Decument{s) with Balance Sheet, Income Statement
and Staternent of Cash Flows

If the respanse is yes on lina 3014, attach your
company's RUS annual report and all required
documentation

if the response is na on line 3014, is your company
audited?

If the response is yeés ¢n line 3018, please check the
boxes below to confirm your submission on line
3026 pursuant to § 54.313{f){2}, contains:

Either a copy of their audited financial statement; or
{2) a financial report in a format comparable to RUS
Operating Report for Telecommupigations Borrowers
Document(s) for Balance Sheet, income Statement
and Statement of Cash Flows

Managemant letter and/er audit opinion issued by
the independent certified public accountant that
performed the company's financial audit.

If the response is no on line 3018, please check the
hoxes below to confirm your submissicn on line
3026 pursuant to § 54.313(f)( 2}, contains:

Copy of their financial statement which has been
subject to review by an independent certified public
accountant; or 2] a financial report in a format
comparable to RUS Operating Report for
Telecommunications Borrowers

Underlying information subjected to a review by an
independent certified public accountant

Underlying information subjected to an officer
certification.

Document(s) with Balance Sheet, Income Statement
and Statement of Cash Flows

Attach the warksheet listing required information

Name of Attached Document Listing Required

{nformation

Her = K Hew Comnurty Anchors

Name of Attached Document Listing Required

Information
(Yes/No)

{Yes/Na)

Name of Attached Document Listing Required

Infarmation

{Yes/No}

Name of Attached Document Listing Required

Information

Nt Applizakle - Mo RTtackment Requited

® O
C®

[ ]
L]

O ®

EEAEEEN PR REEN TR
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Page 12

(4005) Rural Broadband Experiment Additional Documentation FCC Form 481

Data Collection Form OMB Control Mo, 3060-0986/0MB Contrel No, 3060-0818
July 2012

<010> Study Area Code ik

<015> Study Area Name =

<020> Program Year i

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data re_zzopha: I

<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <Q30> S

<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030> . _ <ou v o

4005 Rural Broadband Experiment

Authorized Rural Broadband Experiment {RBE) recipients must address the certification for public interest ehligations, provide a list of newly served
community anchar institutions, and provide a list of locations where broadband has been deployed.

Public Interest Obllgations — FCC 14-98 {paragraphs 26-29, 78)
Please address Line 4001 regarding compliance with the Commission’s public interest obligations. All R8E participants must provide a response to Line 4001,

4001. Recipient certifies that it is offering broadband to the identified locations meeting the requisite public
interest obligations consistent with the category for which they were selected, including broadband speed,
latency, usage capacity, and rates that are reasonably comparable to rates for comparable offerings in urban
areas?

Community Anchor Institutions — FCC 14-98 {paragraph 75}

4003a. RBE participants must provide the number, names, and addresses of community anchor institutions to
which they newly deployed broadband service in the preceding calendar year, On this line, please respond
{yes — attach new community anchors, no - no new anchors) to indicate whether this list will be provided.

If yes to 4003A, please provide a response for 40038,

4003b. Provide the number, names and addsesses  Name of Attached Document Listing Required Information
of comenunity anchor institutiens to which the

recipient newly began providing access to
broadband service in the preceding calendar year.

Broadband Deployment Lacations — FCC 14-98 [paragraph 80)

4004a. Attach a list of geocoded locations ta
which broadband has been deployed as of the

tune 1st immediately preceding the July 1st filing Name of Attached Bocument Listing Required Information
deadline for the FCC Form 481.

4004b. Attach evidence demonstrating that the
recipient is meeting the relevant public service
chligations for the identified focations. Materials

must at least detail the pricing, offered broadband  Name of Attached Document Listing Required Information
speed and data usage allowances available in the
relevant geographic area.

REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION
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Page 19

Certification - Reporting Carrler FCC Form 481
Data Collection Form OMB8 Control No. 3060-0986/0MB Control No. 3060-0819
: July 2013 o
<(10> Study Area Code 3512492
<015>  Study Area Name SEARSBORG TEL €O
<020>  Program Year 2228
<030> Contact Name - Persen USAC should contact regarding this data Christopher Ulmex

<035>  Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <030> 5105283903 ext.

<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030>  culmer2icorelle.com

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE REPORTING CARRIER, IF THE REPORTING CARRIER IS FILING ANNUAL REPORTING ON ITS OWN BEHALF:

Certification of Officer as to the Accuracy of the Data Reported for the Anhual Reporting for CAF or Ui Recipients

rl certify that | am an officer of the reporting carrier; my responsibllities include ensuring the accuracy of the annual reporting requirements for universal service support
recipients; and, to the best of my knowledge, the Information reported on this form and in any attachments is accurate.

Name of Reporting Carrier:

Signature of Autharized Officer: Date

Printed name of Authorized Officer:

Title or position of Authorized Officer:

Telephone number of Authorized Officer:

Study Area Code of Reporting Carrier: Filing Due Date for this form:

Persons willfully making false statements on this farm can be punished by fina or forfeiture under the Communications Actof 1934, 47 U.S.C. §§ 502, 503(b}, or fiae ar imprisonment
under Title 18 of the United States Code, 18 U.5.C. § LOOL.

REDAGCTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION Fege 19



Page 20

Certification - Agent [ Carrier ) . FCCForm 481
Data Collectlon Form : - B OMB Control No, 3060-0986/0MB Control No. 3060-0819
July 2013

<010>  Study Area Code 351292

<015>  Study Area Name SEAPSRORG TEL CO

<020> Program Year 2018

<030>  Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data Christopher Ulmer
£102283903 ext,

<035>  Contact Telephone Numnber - Number of person identified in data line <030>

<03%>  Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030> ~ culrmer@icorellc.rom

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE REPORTING CARRIER, IF AN AGENT IS FILING ANNUAL REPORTS ON THE CARRIER'S BEHALF:

Certification of Officer to Authorize an Agent to File Annual Reports for CAF or LI Recipients on Behalf of Reporting Carrier

I certify that {Name of Agent) [CCRE Consulting, LIC Is autherized to submit the information repertad on behalf of the reporting carrier. |
also certify that § am an officer of the reporting carrier; my responsibllities include ensurlng the accuracy of the annual data reporting requirements provided to the authorized
agent; and, to the best of my knowledge, the reports and data provided to the authorized agent is accurate,

Name of Authorized Agent:  ICORE Censulting, LIC
Name of Reporting Carrier: SEARSBORO TEL CC
Signature of Authorized Officer: CERTIFIED ONLIME Date: C6/26/2017

Printed name of Authorized Officer:  ¥icxi Wikkel

Titie or position of Authorized Officer;  Tentzaller
Telephene number of Autharized Officer:  £4153942905 ext.
Study Area Code of Reperting Carrier: 351292 Filing Due Date for this form: 07,03/2017

Persans willfully making false statements on this ferm can be punished by fine or forfeiture under the Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.5.C. §§ 502, 503{b), ar fine or imprisonment
under Title 18 of the United States Code, 18 U.5.C. § 1001.

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE AUTHORIZED AGENT:

Certification of Agent Authorized to File Annual Reports for CAF or LI Recipients on Behalf of Reporting Carrier

|, as agent for the reperting carrier, certify that | am authorized to submit the annual reports for universal service support recipients on behalf of the reporting carrier; | have provided
the data reported hereln based on data provided by the reporting carrler; and, to the best of my knowledge, the information reported herein is accurate.

Name of Reporting Carrier: SEARSBEURO TEL €O

Name of Autharized Agent Firm: ICORE Consyuiting, ELG

Signature of Authorized Agent or Emplayee of Agent: ZEXTIFIED ONLINHE Date:  96/26/2017
Name of Autharized Agent Employee: Christopher U_mer

Title or position of Authorized Agent or Employee of Agent  Director of Opsrations

Telephone number of Authorized Agent or Emplovee of Agent:  «1022335%03 ext.
Study Area Code of Reporting Carrier: 151292 Filing Due Date for this form: 07/03/2017

Persons willfully making false statements on this form can be punished by fine or farfeiture under the Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.5.C. §§ 502, 503(b}, or fine or imprisonment under Title
18 of the United States Code, 18 U.5.C. § 1001,

Page 20
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